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Ron Wicks 

 
Ron was an NHL linesman and referee from 1960 to 
1986.  During this time, he officiated over 1,000 regular 
season games and 5 Stanley Cup finals.  He was the 
youngest ever to officiate an NHL game, debuting at the 
tender age of 20. 
 
In all, Ron has officiated 1,067 games as a referee and 
375 games as a linesman, with over 100 playoff games to 
his credit.  Of course, the life of an official isn’t easy.  
His injuries include an eye injury, some lower back 
problems and a whole lot of hurt feelings!  
His most memorable games were in New York City 
when as a 20-year old linesman, he was forced to act as 
both referee and linesman in the All Star game and 
Stanley Cup finals.  He names his favorite venue to work 
as the Montreal Forum.  The toughest player he 

officiated was John Ferguson, and he calls Toe Black the toughest coach.  The hardest 
call he had to make in his career was disallowing what 
would have been the winning goal by the Los Angeles Kings 
in the final regular season game of the 1967 season.  The 
Kings were playing the Flyers and with both teams having a 
shot at first place.  That call allowed Philly to clinch first 
place over LA in their first season in the newly expanded 
NHL. 
 
Ron is now a successful real estate broker and enjoys 
working on his golf fame.  He is a great story-teller and 
recently authored a book titled A Referee’s Life. 
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