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Pierre Pilote 
 

Unbelievably, Pierre didn’t play organized hockey until 
the age of 17 and yet by age 24 was starring in the NHL 
for the Chicago Blackhawks.   
 
Pierre debuted for Chicago in 1955-56 and played 13 
seasons in Chicago before spending his last season in 
Toronto with the Maple Leafs.  He stood only 5’10, but 
still packed a punch as he hit hard and often.  Pierre was 
never afraid to rush the puck and his 418 NHL assists 
show that he did that well.  He won the Stanley Cup with 
the Hawks in 1961 and that fall was named captain of the 
team.   

 
Pierre was a First Team All Star 5 times (1963 – 1967) and a Second Team All 
Star 3 times (1960 – 1962).  He also played in 8 all-star games and won the 
James Norris Trophy as the NHL’s best defenseman 3 times in 1963, 1964, and 
1965.   
 
Pierre Pilote was appropriately voted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 1975 as one 
of the best defensemen of his era and of all-time. 
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