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Otis Nixon 
 

Otis had a very interesting playing career in major 
league baseball.  He has had a similarly interesting 
life outside of baseball. 
 
In his 17 season career, Otis was well-travelled having 
played for 9 different teams.  He started with the New 
York Yankees in 1983 but didn’t last long in the Big 
Apple as the following year he was with the Cleveland 
Indians where he spent 4 years, his longest time in 
with any team.  In Cleveland, he didn’t get many at-
bats but showed the speed that he was known for.  In 
1988, he began the first of 3 seasons with the 
Montreal Expos where he started to get some playing 
time.  In 1991, he moved on to the Atlanta Braves for 
another 3 seasons.  Here he stole 160 bases in 3 years 
in addition to a batting average hovering just below 
the magic .300 mark.  Then Otis’ travels began.  In 

order he played for Boston Red Sox, Texas Rangers, Toronto Blue Jays, Los Angeles 
Dodgers and then back to the Braves to finish up his career in 1999. 
 
But Otis is remembered for other things as well.  In a 
baseball context, he is remembered for an amazing over-
the-wall catch in 1992 which made all the highlight reels.  
However, Otis is also remembered for his battles with drugs 
and with the law.  He was arrested on drug charges in 1987 
and was suspended from baseball in 1991 for cocaine use.  
He admits that he was a man out of control. 
 
Otis is proof that it is never too late to turn one’s life 
around.  Otis is finally clean and sober and runs On-Track 
Ministries.  If your organization is looking for a speaker 
who is transparent in his life struggles, confesses his 
shortcomings and focuses on overcoming obstacles in life, 
then Otis is your man. 
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