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Jethro Pugh, a 6-6, 250-pound defensive tackle, anchored the Cowboys line for 14 

seasons from 1965 to 1978 as an integral part of their Doomsday Defense. He led the 

team in sacks from 1968 to 1972 and helped the Cowboys win two Super Bowls in the 

1970’s.  In 1968, he was a second team All-Pro. 

 

While some may remember Pugh as the target of the famous goal-line block by Green 

Bay Packers Jerry Kramer and Ken Bowman in the "Ice Bowl," some choose to recall a 

raw, athletic rookie who would help turn the Cowboys into "America's Team."  

Pugh said he did not feel the urge to shake Kramer and tackle Starr, who scored the 

winning touchdown over Jethro in the 1967 NFL Championship Game. In fact, Pugh said 

the two helped him put the Ice Bowl in perspective.  

 

Who would've heard about Jethro Pugh if not for the Ice 

Bowl? 

 

Pugh, who was raised in Windsor, N.C., came to the 

Cowboys as an 11th-round pick from Elizabeth City (N.C.) 

State. He left the Cowboys with memories, Super Bowl rings 

and a world of friends, Hall of Famer Bob Lilly chief among 

them. Their lockers were next to each other.  

 

Jethro, refers to himself as a passionate Cowboys fan, likes to 

talk Cowboys football at area barber shops and restaurants.  
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