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Eddie Shack

Say the name Eddie “The Entertainer” Shack to a
hockey fan and watch their face light up with a big
smile. He was one of the craziest, wackiest, most
frenetic and energetic players in NHL history.

But Eddie had skill to go along with his ability to
entertain. He won 4 Stanley Cups which is something
that few players have done. And he scored 20+ goals
in a season for 5 different clubs, again a very rare feat.
And he played over 1,000 NHL games in 17 seasons.
You have to have some talent to accomplish these
achievements.

Eddie began his career with the New York Rangers in
1958-59 before moving on to the Toronto Maple Leafs
in 1960. He played the next 7 seasons in Toronto
popping in 26 goals in the 1965-66 season, no small
feat in this era. He moved on to the Boston Bruins in
1967 and then to the Los Angeles Kings in 1969. By
1971 he was in Buffalo as a Sabre then on to the Pittsburgh Penguins in 1972 and finally
back to his beloved Leafs for this final two seasons before retiring in 1975.

Eddie was the consummate businessman although he never learned to either read or
write. He capitalized on his fame in a number of business endeavors, all of which
leveraged his popularity with fans.

Yes, Eddie truly deserves the nickname “The Entertainer”. So “Clear the Track, Here
comes Shack”.
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