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Bill White

Little did Bill know when he turned pro in 1960
that he would play his first NHL game 7 years
later in 1967 at age 28. That season he played 74
games for the Los Angeles Kings in their
inaugural season. Bill played the next one and a
half season in LA before being traded to the
Chicago Blackhawks.

It was in Chicago that Bill really hit his stride.

; He played the next 6+ seasons with the Hawks
s 9 and he and Pat Stapleton established themselves
@? £ M as one of the best defense pairs in the league.

Bill was tall, slim and balding while Pat was short, stocky and with a mop of hair,
opposites in physical stature as well as style. Pat was the rusher while Bill stayed
more at home and kept the puck out of the net — not that he couldn’t also take the
puck and go as well.

In 1972, Bill was chosen to play in the Summit Series for Canada versus the
USSR. Bill played in 7 or those 8 games. His only goal in the series was huge as
it came in game 8 and tied the score at 3-3 in the
second period.

Bill’s best NHL season came in 1972-73 when he
scored 47 points, He was an NHL Second All Star 3
times in 1972, 1973 and 1974. He also played in 6
consecutive all-star games (1969-1974). Bill’s career
came to an end in the 1976 playoffs when he went
awkwardly into the boards and damaged his cervical
nerves. It was months before he could use his right
arm properly again. Midway through the next

season, 1976-77, he became the Blackhawks coach oL
when Billy Reay was fired. L . ‘
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