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Bill Sampen 

 
Bill was originally a 12th round draft pick of the 
Pittsburgh Pirates in 1985 but was drafted by the 
Montreal Expos in the 1989 Rule 5 draft.  He began his 
big league career with the Expos in 1990 and went 12-7 
with a 2.99 Earned Run Average.  His rookie year ended 
up being the best season of his career.  He was the first 
Montreal rookie since Carl Morton in 1970 to lead the 
clubs in victories.   
 
In 1991, Bill went 9-5 but his ERA grew.  Bill was 
suffering from arm troubles and had two surgeries within 
his first three years in the majors. 
 
By mid 1992, Bill was traded to the Kansas City Royals 
for Sean Berry where he played until he signed with the 
California Angels and played there for his last season in 
1994.   

In his five seasons of MLB, Bill was better than .500 with a 25-21 won-loss record with a 
3.73 Earned Run Average. 
 
In his post playing career, Bill serves on the Board of 
directors for the Baseball Chapel Program which 
ministers to baseball players.  Interestingly, if he hadn’t 
played pro baseball, he may have made it in basketball as 
he showed great promise in that sport in his high school 
in the mid-west. 
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